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* For the Love of money us the Ayyre of 
all Evil. 


_ CPE, ſpeaking of S.'Paxls Epi- 
s, layes, that there are in them, 
wes hard to be weder flood, 
todd 3, 85. Though my Text be 
not to be found, in the Cnalogue 
"and Number of thoſe things, which 
are Svorwre; bard to be underſtod,yet 
experhends tels us, that it is tobe foundin the Cata- 
logue, and. number of thoſe i which are #%arrce, 
hard to be believed, for while $,? il beforeus,and we, 
after him,preach, that the Love we rnns is the Root of all 
Evil, INT ſmall. eredit, tht poſtolical, un: 


gives us too juſt cauſe, to take upthat complaint, 


our Apoſtle borrowy, fromthe Prophet IfaiaÞ, 
ply ts this particular Ja kak el; ; 
port ? Rom,.10, 16 16. Whi Ry 4 
Ee T pT. Cy we 4 
ſhall qbſerve this meth "x 
.,,2,',L ſhall open Ds 
whatbinpoaroni, Nei WM .1-10h 4 
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2. I ſhall make it appear, tobe, as the Apoſtle here 
4 Y it, Pits TY P ag : The Rook of ll © 
Evit, 

3. In the Laſt place, for Application. I ſhall offer unto 
you, Firſt, ſome motives to dehort, and Second ly, ſome 
helps to preſerve you, from ſo dangerous, ſo deſtru-- 
Ctive a Sin. 

Firſt, I muſt ſhew you what this Love of Morey, is: 

T wo words there are, in the new Teſtament that uſu- 
ally ſerve to expreſle the Nature of this Sin, the firſt is 
-xortie, uſually Tranſlated Covetauſneſle, uſed. by 
S, Luke, Take heed and beware of Covetouſneſſe, Luke 
12+ I5. 'TheSecond is pineppeia, here uſed by S. Panl, 
and tranſJated,the Love of Money : From this double ap- 
pellation., Aquinas obſerves , that Covetouſneſle is a 
Compound, complicate fin, oppofed to. a double ver- 
tue: . 2acorstis 1s the Rapaciows part of. Covetouſnelle, 
oppoſed to 7uſtice: pregyyple, is the Tenacious part of 
Covetouſneſle, oppoſed to Liberality: wx:witie is Cor 
vetouſneſſe in getting, emaepyyic, is Coyetouſnelle in 
Keeping: m=»5or4tle hath a Large paw, to get, and ga- 
ther more then enough, and giaapyueie is the Mortmaine 
of Covetouſneſſe to detain, and hold back, whatſoever 

the other hath gotten, 

But Gaapppia here uſed, and Tranſlated, The Love 
of Money, is nat to be bounded within ſo narrow a com* 
palle, as to ſignifie, but that part only of Covetoufneſs, 
wer is oppoſed to Liherality, for as Aquinas ſpeak- 
the word Avaritia ſayes, Nomen Avaritie am- 
pliandum eſt, The word Covetouſneſle is to be extend 
edtoa general fignification of inordinate defire, 
of having any thing: And'as S$, A»ſtirr, in his w_ De 
rind 


DoGrind 9 nr , Ta... the word Morey, to fig- 
nifie, not only Menſuram Valoris Rerum,the meaſure of 
the value of things, but the very things themſelves,0-- 
1ia quori ſunt domini, pecunia vocantur, whatſoever we 
are owners of, may be called our money ; for ſo God 
fayes ofa hired Servant, Pecwria tus eſt, he is thy money, 
FEx.21.21T. $o the word enzeyvein, here, Nomer amplian- 
dum of, 1s not to be ſhrank up tothe narrow circle, of 
whoſe Image and Superſcription is this, to ſignifie 
Coyn only, but to be enlarged ſo far, as tocomprehend 
under its Latitude, the vaſt, -and boundleſle extent, 
both of the deſires, endeavours, and finfull atts, ofthe 
fin of Covetouſneſle : And therefore S, Ambroſe, S.Au- 
ſtine, and the whole ſtream of the Latin Fathers, tran{- 
Jate enepyupie here, by Avaritia, the common, word, 


whereby they render both e:ae2voie and 2aoritie; And 


though Aqnires, and after him the Schools, have pal- .. zz 4.114. 
ſed an eafte cenſure on this Love of Money, and (unleſs Art. 4 


upen ſuppoſition of Imperfection of thEACR, or Aver- 
fion from Charity) have blanched # into a Yenjal fx, 
yet S. Pal, who beſt knew the nature ofthis ſin, points 
out the mialigniry of it, in 4 truer: CharaQter, Pile #ay7o» 
7 xnarey $5ivh emapwpla, The Loveof Money is the Root of all 
Evil. 

In a word, this e:xegy4ie,;is no lefle,: then, Tnjuſts 
Acquiſitio and' Ilegitima deteutio',- unjuſt getting of 
wealth and unlawful keeping of it 5 Tt'is Amor nimine, | 
& Amor nimii, A deſire, inflamed, more then enough, | 
of having more thenenovgh - Ina word, it isnoother, 
then the Adequate ſubject of S, Augyſ#i#, Definition of 

Covetouſneſle, who layes, that: it 12P/4 elle. quant 
fateft, an Inordinate = of having, apd keeping 
Ne 3 more 


| Matth.6. 33. 
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4 
more wealth, then, what tsenough. Lib; g, De Lib, Arb, 
cCap17, 

7 ea which Definition, two things need Explanation, 
Firſt, what that is, that makes the deſire of wealth to 
be inordinate? Secondly, how we ſhall know what is 
Enough ? what bounds, 'and limits we ſhall ſet unto it ? 
fince it is evident, that it doth not confift 7» ParFo. 1 
Arvifibili, many one particular meaſure, or proporti- 
on whatſoever. | 

For the F#/#, divers things there are, that render 
the Yeffre of wealth to be Ioraemate. 
Firſt, wrong, Method, when we ſeek wealth pre- 
poſterouſly, when that which ſhould be firſt, is the /aſ# 
mg in our endeavours: when (contrary to our Sa- 
viours PreceptSeck ye firſt the kingdom of God and hjs 
Word we ſuffer, tliis Love of Money , to 
N 


Righteowſrre 
take up, itnotthe whole, yetthe Principal, and firft 


placein our {mg and affeQions, 

Secondly, When, the Love of Money, doth rule, not 
only in our affe&iozs, but in onr judgements too, ſo, 
thatweeſteemviit far -above its true value, and more 
then its worth can merit: when, we magnifie wealth ſo 
far, as toaccomnt all men happy, that have it, and our 
ſelves, and all others miſerable that want it . Hence 
proceed diſcontent at :our preſent eſtate, murmuring, 
— atGodsPromdence, for denying us ſuch 

ure of the Riches of this world, expoſtulating, as 
di$not God make me Rich? and 
not onely ſo, but ſprings envey at anether mans 
proſperity, and plenty, an evifeye at ourncighbours, 
th, and a'ſerled: reſolution. to berich,. Fer fas, 
nefas, tothe lolle, not onely ofqwetneſe, and gay 6 


for an Injury, 


(5) 
butof Juſtice, and Zwnecerey allo.;, according to that of 
Solomor, He that m habetobe Rich, ſhell --# be Inno- 
cent, Prov, 28. 2c. and that of $, Pau/ here, They that 
will berich, (that is, that are reſolved to be ſo) fallinto 
Temptation and a ſnare, at the verſe before my Text. 

Thirdly, when that reliance, that truſt, and confi- 
dence, which is due to Ged, is placed in Riches, when 
we do Cor apponere, ſet our hearts upon them, Pſal. 62. 
10, and make them ovr refnge, when, inſtead of ma- 
ny Cod our portion, and our inheritance, we do, as 
Job ſpeaks, wy old our hope, and ſay unto the fine gold 
thou, art my confidence, Job 31. 24. upon this very 
ground S. Pax! cals Covetouſneſle, 7dolatry, Col. 3. 5. 
and the covetous man, an 1dolater, Eph, 5. 5. 

- Fqurthly, when weare over hot in the proſecution 
of wealth, andſo eager, agneither to ſtay Gods leiſure, 
no, nor.ſo much as to take his diretions along with us 

in getting it : when we endeavour to get wealth, with 
diſtracted carefulneſle, and anxiety, making (as Solo- 
FA ſpeaks) our: dayes Jorrow, our travel grief, and our 
earts tq take no reft in the night, Kcclel, 2. 23, 

' Laſtly, when we {ct no bounds, no limits to our 
appetite, when we enlarge our deſires, as hell, tolade 
our ſelyes with thick clay, and ſuffer thoſe deſires, to 
increaſe, with qur wealth, the ſoul, by. a reſtleſſe ava- 
rice; fill fighting againſt its own ſatisfaftion, by deſi- 
xing more + -In this, coming ſhort of the moderatiori, 
evenof profane Eſau, who refuſed his Brother Jacobs 
| , withan Abunde mihi ſatis eſt,mmi Frater, Thave 


naugh n Spothere ep Xt , which.points, atthe (e- 
condithing in thi io: rv Explanation, 
viz, How we ſhall know; whatithis enough iy, AR 
LAS. Eeyident 


6 
evident, thatitdoth not ©, In Puno indiviſftbili, in 
any one particular, preſcribed, or limited proportion, 
or meaſure, whatſoever, 

Two wayes there are to find out this Proportion, 
Firſt, by thoſe lawful means, which God affords for the 
Moderate getting of wealth : and Secondly by our Ne- 
ceſſaties. ; 

" TheFirſt way to know what this Ezough is, is, by 
thoſe lawful means, which God gives for the getting of 
wealth : God, in his divine providence, hath not af- 
forded to all men, an equal proportion oftheſe means, 
& therefore it is evident, that in thediſpenſations of his 
Providence, he did not intend, an __ proportion of 
wealth to all: for God is no Leveler, but a God of 
Order : So that as in Ezekzels Viſion, the'motion of the 
wheels, was anſwerable to the motion of the creaturec, 
when theſe went, thoſe went, when theſe ſtood'(till, 
the other did not move, and the Reaſon of this Confor- 
mity, was, becauſe the Spirit of the Living Creatures 
was in the wheels, Ezek. 1, 20, So in this caſe, the'mea- 
ſure of our wealth muſt be proportioned, to the means, 
which God affords us for the getting of wealth, when 
theſe move, and areenlarged, our defires may move 
with them, when theſe ſtand ſtill, and reſt, p4 muſt 
our deſires. And the Reaſon, why they muſt move, 
and reſt together, is, becauſe the proportion of Gods 
allotment, is in the means, as the ſpirit of the creatures 
was in the wheels: ſo that if God.cutfhort the mearr, 
to get wealth, we muſt contra our deſeres, and calle 
them to move in an equipaye anſwerable, #4 coth+ 
menſurateto them, Swall means to get widlth, and ſpoall 
deſeres of having wealth, fait befttogether, © © © 


Secondly, 


(7) 


Secondly, as this proportion of our wealth may be 
known, by the means, which God affords us for the 
getting of wealth; So it is known, by our Neceſſities, 
Now there js a Fourfold Neceſſrty, 

Firſt, there.is Neceſſitas Nature, the Neceſſity of Na- 
ture, which is the Proportion ſo rigidly preſcribed th- 
deed by the Stoicks, but not fo ſtriftly praftized by 
them : Natura pancis contenta, ſayes Seneca, Nature is 
content with a little : If you aſk her for a bill of fare, | 

ſhe writes bread, and water, if you would have Nature, * 
to furniſha Wardrobe, ſhe provides, Lodging and Cloth- 
ing to cover our Nakedneſs, Feclel. 39. 16. Tis true, what 
is her due, ſhe will not be denied, for, Contumax eſt, Epiſt.119. 
ſunm poſcit, ſayes the ſame Stoick, ſhe is a rigid exaCt- 
or, and claims her due, but yet ſhe is not chargeable, 
for, £#iſe ad id quod Natura exigit, compoſuit, 10 tan- hid, 
tum extra ſenſum paupertatis eſt, ſed extra metum: as 
the ſame Philoſopher ſpeaks, He that bounds himſelf with- 1 
in the Exigencies of Nature, is ont of the danger, not only | * 
of the ſenſe. and feeling of poverty, but of the fear alſo: But 
Religion doth not confine us to ſonarrowa compaſle, 
ſo {tight a Sphere, as the neceſſity of Nature: yetif 
occaſion ſerve, our Apoſtle in this Chapter, gives 
| a precept looking this way, Habertes vidum & veſti- 

inm, &-c, having food, andraiment, let us therewith be 
content, verſe 8, for theſe, in S, Jeroms account, areno— 
leſle, then, Divitie Chriſtianorum, The Riches of Chri- 
ſtians, Nay long before Chriſtianity, taught the world 
this moderation, Jecob articled with God for no more, 
but Proteion, food, and raiment : If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and rayment to put on, &*c. then ſhall the 

B . Loa 


(8) 
Lord be my God , Genelis 28. 20, 21. 
Secondly, there is Neceſſitas Perſone, a Neceſlity of 
a mans particular Perſo, to maintain our bodies, in 
Strength, and cheerfulneſſe ; for the better inabling 
us, in the diſcharge of our general. and particular cal- 
lings : And this doth vary, according to the diverſities 
of mens Education, Temperature, and Conſtitution, and 
the like; One man, with Jacob, being able to endure 
the heat of the day, and the froſt of the night ; to riſe 
up early, and Jate take reſt, and to eat the bread of 
carefulneſle, and yet with Daxjel and his companions, 
roſper better with their courſe fare, then the reſt 
which had their Portions from the Kings table. One, 
is able toquench his thirſt with water, and with Gide- 
ons ſouldiers,to lap it out of the next brook, when ano- 
ther, is fain, to make uſe of S. Paws preſcription to Ti- 
mothy, Drink no longer water,bkut uſe a little wine, for thy 
ſftomacks ſake, and thine often infirmities, Chap. 5. of 
this Epiſt. verſe 23. 

Thirdly, there 1s Neceſſatas Fxpedientie, a Neceſlity 
(as I may fo call it) of Expediencie: when, beſides 
things neceſſary, there is ſome regard to be had t@ Ex- 
pediency, when beſides, what is abſolutely neceſlary to 
our Subſeſtance, there is ſomething indulged to our 
Refreſhment : and therefore it was but way wardly done 
of the Cynick, tocalt away his diſh, as ſuperfluous, be- 
cauſe he ſaw a boy , drink water out of the hollow of 
his hand, 

Laſtly, there is Neceſſitas Conditionis, a Neceſſity of 
our Calling and Condition of life ; which admits a very 
great Latitude, according to the various Relations, 
and Stations, which men hold, both.in Church and Haths 
Q 


(9) | 


ſo that, that, which is but neceſſary, for a maſter 
of a Family, may be ſuperfluous to him, that 1s 
not burdened with thoſe Relations, and Dependencies : 
That which is but enough for a Magiſtrate, whoſe port, 
andcondition, needs greater ſupplies, may be too nth 
for a private man, who needs not thoſe poor, but yet 
neceſlary advantages, to commend him to the awe, and 
diſtance of the vulgar. Laſtly. that which is but neceſ- 
ſary for a Miniſter, in reſpe&t of thoſe duties which 
God requires of him, as, Hoſpitality, Chap. 3, of this 
Epiſtle, verſe 2, Attendance upon the Altar, attendance 
upon preaching, and negleCting all other means of Sub- 
liſtance, attendance upon ſtudy, and reading, Cha, 4. of 
this Epiſtle, verſe 6, Ceteris paribus, may be too much 
tor a man, not abſtrafted, and ſequeſtred, from the 
world, not conſecrated, and ſet apart, for thoſe ſa- 
cred Imployments, 

And as this is true of our preſent Neceflities, ſo we 
may judge of this Enough, by our future neceſſities, ac- 
cording to that of S. Paul, The children ought not tolay 
up for the Parents, but the Parents for the children, 2 Cor, 
12.14. And, if any man provide not for his own, = 
cially for thoſe of his own houſhold, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worſe then an Infidel, Chap. 5. of this Epi- 
ſtle, verſe 8, both which places, look beyond the pre 
ſent time, and do injoyn, not only a moderate care for 
the preſent, but TFpoyoiey, though not wiaurey, a lawful 
providence, though not a diſtruſtful, anxious careful- 
nelle for the time to come. 

Having thus briefly ſhewed you, what this love of 720- 
ey 1sinit ſelf, and in its own Nature, I comenow to 
ſhew, what it isin its effedts, and ſo it is, PiZe n4r75» 7 
xax@r, The Root of all Evil, And 


Part. 2. 


10) 
And here to a 9... 3 upin Chniſtianity, it 
may ſeem ſuperfluous, to go about to prove, that this 
Love of Money is a Sin, orat leaſt a Sin, fo exceeding 
ſinful asto be a teeming, mother ſin, The Root of all 
Evil; but upon a ſtrict ſurvey, we ſhall find it, not on- 
ly, not ſuperfluous, but very neceſffary, for while other 
ſins are evroxa7dgre felf-condemning, ſelf-convidting 
ſins, Infamous in their very ſurface, and outward ap- 
pearance, 8s carrying their own Stigma, and brand in 
their forcheads, The love of Money, is a [inno lefle, nay, 
perhaps more ſinful then the reſt, & yet, is uſually paſ- 
ſed over, with lefle obſervation, hardly with any note 
of Infamy caſt upon it,as if the object of it were not the 
Mnmmon of unrighteouſneſs, and it felf, The Root of all 
Evil. 

Yet not, that weare ſo to underſtand 3. Pug, as if 
every particular {in,committed by the children of difo- 
bedience, did oweits being, and guilt, to this gmappyin; 
No, the word A4/, here, is not col{eF;ve, but diſtribu- 
tive, and to be taken, not,Pro Singulis Generuy, but Pro 
Gereribus Singu/orum : And that, becauſe, Firſt, it gives 
life,and being to ſome ſins of all kmds;or. Secondly, be- 
cauſe,as it breeds many fins, fot foments, and nouri- 
ſheth more 3 Thirdly, becauſe it diſpoſeth the Perſon 
1m whom it rezgns, to the perpetration of any fin, that 
may conduce to the fatisfaCtion of its canineappetite, 
for ci nihil ſatis, Nihil turpe, He that thiaks nothing 
Enough, will never boggle at any thing, or ſcruple it, 
as wicked, and ſinful ; or Laſily, the Apoſtle may in a 
juſt deteſtation of this fin, call it the root of all evil, be- 
cauſe it is the Root not only of that evil, which the 
Schaals call Malian Culpe, the evil of guilt, but _ 
ather 


(ar) 
other evil alſo, which they call Ma/nz: Pere, the evil 
of Pumſhment : I ſhall infift on both, and ſhew it to be, 
Firſt, The Root, of the evil of guilt. ; 
And here, it 12not my intent with Aquinas, and the 
School-men, to preſent you with a long Catalogue, or 
large Pedegree of the numerous off-ſpring of this un- 
happy mother, or.point at every branch of this impure 
Root; I ſball not ſtand to ſhew you, what ſway it 
bears, what influence it hath, on moſt of the Actions 
of men ; How it ſteals into the 7u-toes of States, votes 
in the grand Connſels of War, and Peace, and mingles 
m the conſultations, and deliberations of Kingdoms, 
Nations, and Common-wealths, and over-rules their 
Reſults, to particular advantages: I ſhall not now ar- 
rain it for perverting of Judgement. and Juſtice, abu- 
ſing power, and authority, to oppreſſion, and wrong : 
making both Law, and Conſcience, to ſtoop, and com- 
ply, with its Empire and commands : I ſhall not now 
tell you, how it pants after the duſt of the Earth, on the 
head, of the poor, Amos 2. 7. what ſpoil it makes in the 
Country, how it depopulates in one Lordihip, and 
racksthe Tenants in an other, In both perhaps, robbing 
the Labourer of his hire, and grinding the faces of the 
poor : I ſhall not lead you through the ſtreets of your 
own City, and taking down the dark cloth, ſhew you, 
where it ſtands at the tradeſmanselbow,and brok's be- 
tween the buyer, and the ſeller; how it teacheth one 
to ingroſſe Commodities, and another to adulterate- 
them : Ina word, I ſhall not now ſtand totell you, how 
this one (in, hath filled both Country, and City, with 
Men. as with Caterpillers, as God threatned Babylon, 
Jer,58,14. Nor ſhall Taggravate its ſinfulnelle, by ſhow- 
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ing that it made, A4char 09). the curſe of God the 
Father, Tempted Judas, to betray God the Son, betray- 
ed Ananias, and Sapphira, to lye unto the Holy Ghoſt, 
nor Laſtly, ſhall I demonſtrate unto you, how incon- 
ſiſtent, and direly oppoſite it is, to the three 7 heologi- 
cal vertues, Faith, Hope, and Charity, No! ſome ſower 
fruits there are, that ſpring from this root, more appli- 
cable to theſe unhappy times, and have ſet our teeth 

on edge, and of theſe, I ſhall name but ſome. 
Firſt, Averſcor from, and, Indiſpoſetion to piety and 
devotion, Alienation of the affections from God, 
and his ſervice, all ſpring from this Root : The Pro- 
phet Ezekzel accuſeth the 7/7aelites to God, for diſobe- 
dience to, and negleCt of, the word, preached by him, 
but withall, gives the Reaſon, points out the Thief, 
that had ſtoln away their hearts from God, They wi// 
ot do thy words, for their heart goeth after their Cove- 
touſneſſe, Ezek, 22.31. This made David to pray fo 
earneſtly againſt this Sin, Incline my heart, O Lord, un- 
to thy Teſtimonies, and not unto Covetouſneſſe, Pla). 119. 
36, where the Artitheſis, or Oppoſition which the Pro- 
phet makes, between, inclining his heart to Gods Teſti- 
monies, and, not unto Covetonſneſs, is very remarkable, 
Incline my heart unto thy Teſtimonies, and not unto Cove- 
touſneſs, where, Not unto Covetouſneſs, (hews, that theſe 
two,are Incompatible, and cannot pof{ibly confiſt toge- 
ther, A Heart, ſet, on Covetonſneſs, and at the ſame time 
ſet, on Gods commandments : Nemo poteſt ampledi, Dei 
gratiam, ſimul, & Seculi, ſayes S. Ambroſe : And yet, 
hehold a greater then S. Ambroſe is here, and bears Te- 
ſ{timony to this Truth, Te cannot ſerve God, and Mam- 
#91, faith our Saviour, Mat, 6. 24; This (in, of all 
others 
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others, doth, as it were, Tranfubſtantiate the ſoul, 
from Spirit, to Earth : Tf the Covetous, chanceto read 
the Bible, he magnifies the promiſes of the 0/d Teſta- 
ment far abovethoſe of the New, Theſe, being but $pi- 
ritual, of certain Notional things, which filly Church- | 
men, call Grace, and Glory, Things which he under-! 
ſtands not « Theother, are of things Temporal, obvi- 
ous to ſight, as longlite, and plenty, A Land flowing 
with milk, and honey, Garners, PA and plenteous 
with all manner of ſtore ; Sheep, bringing forth Thou- 
ſands, and ten thouſands in our ſtreets : If he think on 
the Temporal Jernſalem , he is much pleaſed with it, 
conſidered as 1t was in Solomons reign, who made ſilver 
tobe in Jeruſalem, as ſtones for abundance, 1 Kings 10. 
27, It hechanceto meditate, on the heavenly 7 eruſa- 
lem, he is raviſhed with the deſcription of it, and, inde- 
ſpight of reaſon, reſolves, not to admit of an Allegory, 
when he reads, Her gates are 7 pearl, and her ſtreets of 
pure gold, Revel. 21. 21, He doth not ſo much magni- 
he S, Pare, for his Rapture, into the third heaven, as, he 
doth contemn S. Peter, for profeſling his poverty, Sil- 
ver ard gold have Inone, Afts 3,6. If he wake, all the 
Inferiour Globe rowls in his brains : There ſail the 
ſhips, aye, and there graſe the ſheep, and cattel upon a 


Thouſand hils : There, are Hedges, and Ditches, pg. ;c.1c; 


Cloſes, Towns, and Tenements, Markets, and Faires, 
Purchaſes, and Mortgages, Leaſes, Bils, and Bonds : If 
he ſleep, he doth not ſo much as dream of Heaven, his 
habit of Covetouſneſle, makes his very ſlumbers ſin- 


ful : A perfe&t Son of the old Adam, who was ſrom the x Cor. 15.47; . 


Farth earthly : certainly God is not in all his thoughts : 
And therefore, as God is not in his Love, ſo, he isin 
Gods 


Liv. 1. 6. 


T 
Gods hatred : The n— whom God abhorreth, Pal, 
IO,43, 

Pecan, Rebellion, and Treaſon, ſpring from this 

root ; "Tis evident in Judas, Judas was Covetors, and a 
Traytor,, and therefore a Traytor, becauſe Covetous, 
He did not only carry, but love the bagge: Heſold his 
Maſter, net out of hatred to his Mafters Perſon, but 
out of love to the thirty pieces of ſilver : The wages of 
unrighteouſneſle hath ſeduced more beſides Balaam: 
And therefore when Sextizs and Licinizs, T wo {edit 
ous Tribunes of the People, had ufurped, all power, 
over the people. and Senate of Rome, by the {pace of 
nine years; andreigned in the City, Tanquam, Romm- 
lus, ac Tacius, Appins Clandixs, inhis Oration, againſt 
thoſe Rebels, obſerves, that, as Coveton/reſ/e was the 
firſt Incentive, to theſe Seditions, to begin their Rebel/i- 
on, fo, Covetouſneps was that, which did foment, and 
ſpin it out tothat Tength : for all this was, 2x74 pecuni= 
as altenas,quia agros,dono dant tanta dulcedo cſt ex alienis 
fortunis predandi, as he there ſpeaks: Ly an uſurped 
power, they invaded, and gave away other mens moneys, 
and other mens poſſeſſuons, ſo ſweet a thing it is, to grow 
rich byRapine,andOppreſſron,and to make other mens for. 
tures,the prey of Treaſon and Rebellion : Burt it 1s atender 
Argument, and I ſhall proſecute it'no further. 

Thirdly, from this Root ſprings Sacriledge, that abo- 
mination, of deſolation, in the Church of God : W1:l/ a 
man rob God? (ayes the Prophet, Mal. 3,8. Why? 
can God be robbed? Therearel confeſle, a Generati- 
on of men, that do not only Sceptically move the 
doubt, but Dogmatically, though Atheiſtically, reſolve 


for the Negative, As if God, when he gaye us his _ 
a 9 


[| 
had, with him, ſo freely 2M vs all things, asif 
he conld ot, or at leaſt, would not, accept of a Re- 
turn, of ourthankful Homage, and —— 

ment ef his dominion, over all the works of hi 
hands, by an Oblation, of a holy Portion, Ezek. 45, 
I. Theſe are the Righteous (as they pretend) | 
ſhould poſſe the Earth; aye, ſo polleſlſe it, that 
Gad himſelf, ſhall have no portion, no ſhare in the 
Divident : But certainly, God hath loſt, neither his 
Dominion over the whole, nor his Propertie inany 
portion, that piety, or devotion, ſhall conſecrate 
unto him : The Prophet therefore, makes no 
doubt of the polhbility, but that a man may rob 
God, except it be of a Moral poſlibilitie, Willa mar 
rob God? That is, can any man be ſo deſperately 
wicked, ſo much the child of the Devil, and not the 
Devil himſelf, as to rob God ? his own God ? ſome 
bold Sacrileg; there have been, that have adventu- 
red, to rob the Gods of other Nations, yet, 1: 0#- 
ni Religionenil tale fine vindia, as LaFantiws truly 
obſerves, never without due ppniſbnent  Sopo 
»por ſuch Sacriledge, as if GodJthe punithment of 
Sacriledge, committed on the "Anathemate, Oifts, 
conſecrated to falſe Gods, ſhould, as by a kind of 
Pedagogie, teach his own, to keep clean hands, from 
whatever was dedicated to the True: He that doubts 
of this, let him but read, that Oration, of the Locri 
in Livy, concerning the ſpoil done, Firſt by Pyryae, 
and afterward, by the Roman Garriſon, on the 
Temple, and treaſury, oftheir Goddefle Proſerpt- 
ze - But yet,.can any man arive at thatheight of 
G Impiety, 


2 Liv. 1.2 9. 
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Impiety, as torob 26 God? orif one ſuch pro. 
digious' monſter may poſſibly be found, amongſt 
men, yet ſhall we find ſuch a People? will a Natt- 
on rob God ?- their own God ? yes, the Love of Mo- 
#ey, can do this too, Tis the root of all Evil, This 
great Evil, $acriledee, Robbing of God, Robbing 
our own God : But what will follow ? why, 'that 
which follows in the Prophet, Mal. 3. 9. Maledi&+ 
one Maleditti eſtis, Te are curſed with a Curſe, for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole Nation; and if ye 
would know, what this curſe is, do but read the 
83 Pſalm ; Idonot know, whether there be more 
Rhetorick, or terrour init, at the 3* verſe, you ſhall 
find a crafty councel, or combination of all the E- 
nemies of the Church, todeſtrey the members of 
the Church, and to invade their poſleflions, for the 
reſult of the councel, is, Let ws take to our ſelves, the 
houſes of God into poſſeſſron, verſe 12. But the word, 
15no ſooner out of their mouths, but the Curſe of 
God followeth upon the neck of it, Pore eos ut Ro- 
tam: O my God make then like a wheel, ant as the 
finbble before the wind, like as the fire that burneth up 
the wood, and as the flame that conſumeth the Moun- 
tains, ſo perſecute theme with thyTempeſt,@&+ make thene 
afraid with thy ſtorm, let them be confounded, and 
troubled for ever, yea, let them be put to ſhame, and 
periſh, &-c, verſe 13, 14, 15, &c. And now, ifany 
man hath a longing, to devour that which is holy, 
to ſwallow up the Patrimeny of Chriſt, and the dow- 
ry, of his Spouſe the Charch, He [ſees here-, at 
what rate he may doit : Tis adreadful Curſe: and 
| yet, 
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yet; lam afraid, that there are too. many, that have 
an itch to ſhare inthe Sacriledge, and as for the Curſe, 
to put that to the advegture. , 

Laſily, it is the Root of Apoſtacy, and falling off 
from God, and thatin adouble Reſped, Firſt in 
reſpeCt of the truth it ſelf, and Secondly, m Reſpet 
of the open profeſſion of the Truth, 

For the Firſt, the Apoſtle here is poſitive, The 
Love of Money is the Root of all Evil, which while ſome 
coveted after, they have erred from the faith : and 
not onely ſo, They have erred not only in their 
own perſons, but for gaine, they have turned 
Huckſters of the word of God, wanxivey]s; + ab5jor 6% 
»47, as S. Paxl ſpeaks of the falſe teachers. of his 
time ©. Corrupting the word of God, 2 Cor,.2.17, As 
Huckfters, that mingle bad, with good, that fo the 
good, may countenance, and vent the bad: and 
through Covetouſnelſle, BA4S9I5 Ao org vu iuFoptuo oye 
re, They ſhall make merchandize of you, 2 Pet. 2.2, 
Expoſetheir followers to ſale, as wares at a publi 
Mart: Nay, by this means, they do, evxeyuyiir, 
Col. 2,8. Predam abigere, drive away the prey, . as 
when after a victonie, companies of men, herds of 
cattel, and flocks of fheep, amalled into a body, are 
driven away; as ſpoils, before the conquerours : 
_ S. 7gnatixs in his third Epiſtle, goes higher, 
and ſayes, that they are xpiunys,, men, that for 
gain, ſet Chriſt himſelfto ſale; And God.knows, 
too many ſuch merchants, we have,. now a: dayes, 
who teach ſuch things as they ought not , for. fil- 
thy lucres ſake, Tit. 1. 11- who, through the divili- 

C 2 ons, 


f 


UP 18) 
ons, and Schifms wth make, rend the ſeam. 
lefle coat of Chriſt, di the common peace of 
the Church, and ſerve not the Lord Chriſt, but their 
own bellies. Rom, 16..18. | 
Secondly, as it is theR oot of Apoſtacie in reſpet 
ofthe Trfegrity of the Truth, fo itts the Root of 4- 
poſtacy allo, in reſpet of the oper profeſſion of that 
Truth: "Tis more then probable, that this, was 
Dentas his Apoſftacy : Demas (faith S. Paul) hath for- 
fſaken me. having embraced this preſent world, 3 Tim. 
4. 10, Itſeemes, hethonght 1tſafer, to cloſe with 
the world, or as we uſually call it, wake bis peace, 
then run the hazard of lofing hiseftate, by adhering 
to a perfecated Trath : Our Saviour tels us, rhat 
there is 5 4ndr1 317, the dertitfalneſſe of Riches, 
Mark 4. 19, And certainly, never agedid afford, 
more, and greater examples of their deceitfulnefle, 
then thisage ofours:lknow notwhether hope of gain 
on oeſide, or fear of loſing on the other, hath decet- 
ved moſt : Good God, how hardly ſhall a rich man 
erter into the kingdom of God? I amy aſhamed to 
ſpeak it, but I have this to accuſe my nation of, 
is Love of Money, hath fo poſſeſſed their hears, 
that they meaſure, not only Borefty, and: Loyalty, 
but Religion it ſelf by gain - Nay, 'tis much robe 
feared, that if ſome _ enjoy their own in peace, 
they would-not only ſubmit to 8chiſms,, and Heres 
fer, bur embrace the Alcorar, and ſubmit to Twr- 
ciſme, if they were propoſed; as a condition, 

And now this Love of Money, being fo fertile a 
mother, of the Evil of gui!t, you cannotimagi Sr 
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ſhould be barren; of f, Evil of Puniſhment: God 
therefore, to the covetous-mans Malum Culpe, adds, 
his Malum Pe&ne, For God doth uſually puniſh fuch 
a ſinner ; Firſt, in his Eftate,Secondls,im his Children, 
and Poſterity, and Leſtlyin his own Perſon, | 

Firft, God doth puniſh him im his zſtate, and 
that, Firſt, by giving hin wealth, but denying him a 
heart to uſe it, 

Secondly, by bereaving han of his Idol, which 
he adored, and depriving him;' of that wealth, on 
which he ſo much doted. ? 1990; | 

Firft, to ſach- 2 finner, God w_ give wealth, 
but not gwe him a heart touſeie: He'gives the Co-| 
yetous their defire, but deals with them, as hereto- | 
fore with the 1/pactives : he ſonds leanmeſſe withall in. 
to their ſouls; PA). t 08. 15, Twas Sexccd's Obſer- 
vation, Divitias habent, quomodo habere dicinuv fe= 
brem, cam ills nos babeat: A Coverous man, hath | 
Riches, 29 we are ſaid to have a Fever, when, we. 
Have not the Fever; bur the Fever hathus: ſothe 
Covetous inan, cat riot ſo niuck be faid; to have 
wealth, as wealthto heave him, he doth not poſſeſſe, 
but is poſſeſſed: How many bertheremthe world, 
that live poor, forno otherend; but to dierich? amd 
almoſt ſtaryethemſelves to dey, out of an irreligh- 
ous fear, that they may want to morrow ? There is 
am evil (fayes Solomon) which I have ſeen wndey the 
Sun, and i is common amongih men: 4 man to whom 
God hath given Riches, wealth, and bonont, ſo that he 
wanteth nothing for his ſoul, of all: that be poſſeſſeth, 
get God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a 
C 3 ſtranger 
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20 
ſrranger eteth it : a is ) vanity, and an evil diſe 
eaſe, Ecclel. 6. 1, 2. A Vanitie ? and an Evil Dif. 
eaſe? Nay, tis a C#r(e, and a Curſe like that, which 
fell, on the incredulous Lord, that would not be. 
lieve the Prophet Elzſha's prediCtion, of the plenty 
in;$amaria, for behold. He ſeeth the plenty with his 
eyes, but he doth not eat thereof, 2 Kings 7.2. 

Certainly. ſuch men, will never go to Hell, for 
Dives his ſin,-for.clothing themſelves with Purple,and 
fine Linen, andfaring fumpinenſ? every day,” Luke 
16..19. No ! their ſm is oppreflion, and injuſtice, 
praiſed not more on other mex, then, their ow# 
gr 0h Interdifting, and denying themſelves ne- 

ries. defrauding, arid robbing their woxthes, of 
what their haxds haye gotten :- So, that while other 
ſinners, though they do not enjoy the happineſle, 
and. bliſle of the: other world, yet they are abun- 
dantly filled, with the contents, and pleaſures. of 
this life. : They eat. they dtink,, they enjoy the good of 
their labours , and it js their portion, as Solomon 
ſpeaks, Eccleſ. 5, 18. One danceth, another drinkes 
away -his life; one conſumes his dayes in exceſſe 
and Riot, another in chambering and wantonneſle : 


' Theſe, though they go down to Hell, the place of 


weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, yet they go merri- 
ly thither 3 But the Covetous man, is of all ſinners, 
moſt miſerable; He doth not enjoy himſelf, nor 
find comfort neither in ths life, nor in that, which i 
to come: Dzves,and Lasarss, the rich Churl. is ho, 
in'one : Dives in his life time received. his good 
things, but after death was tormented z Lazarws es 
| is 


21 
his lifetime received ACP things, but after death 
-was comforted ; but the covetous hath none of this 
variety; he partakes with both, only in the worſer 
part : In the midſt ofall his plenty, heis like Laza- 
rus in his life, poor, and wretched : ' and, for. his 
plentie, thus abuſed, he is like'Dives in his death, 
ſcorched in flaines, and tormented {: So, that look, 
with what ſolicitude, and carefulneſle, other men 
get Heaven, with no lefle, doth this man get Hell; 
Not only the kingdom of God, but the kingdom of 
Satan; ſuffers violence; and the vjolent take it by 
force :, And asother menwork out their Sulwation, 
ſo this riſa works out his Damnation, with fear and 

trembling. . | - | 
But, becauſe, the Covetous may think it, not a 
Curſe, but a Bleſſang,” to have wealth; 'though'he have 
no beart tonſeit, Therefore Secondly, God doth of 
tentimes deprive him of bis wealth, ſothat now he 
hath no wealth touſe, that before, had no hearr, 
touſe thati wealth; which he had : Thisſin, leavens 
a'mans 'whole- fubſtance, with-Gdds Curſe, which 
makes his baggs, like his deſires, bottowleſſe, or asit 
is in the Prophet Haggai, it is put into 4 bagge with 
holes, Hag, 1. 6. So that his Riches, as Solomon 
ſpeaks, make them wings, and flie away to heaven, 
Prov. 23, 5. before the owner deſcends to hell - 
He ſhall not ſave (faith Job) of that which he deſireth, 
there ſhall none of his wealth be left, therefore no man 
ſhall look for his goods, Job 20. 20, 21, That is, he 
ſhall die ſo poor, that no man ſhall care to be his 
heir, or executor : Nay, becauſe he truſted in his.. 
Riches, 
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Riches, and $82crificed to his Net, applanded his 
own wit and induſtry, that' got it 3 therefore, God 
ſhall deprive him of both, For be ſhall leave bis riches 
in the midſt of his dayes, and at his later end heſball be 
4 foel, Jer. 17. 11, So that his end ſhall be, begger, 
and fool, both in one : Seca Pattern of Gods Juſtice 
in this kind, inhis dealing with the Caldeans : Wo to 
him that increaſeth ; that which is not his, how long ? 
and to him that ladeth himſelf with thick, clay : 
ſhall they not riſe wn ſuddenly , that ſhall bite thee 2 
aud awake that ſball vex thee £ and thou ſhalt be for 
booties unto them, becauſe thou hait ſpoiled many 
nations , all the remnant of the nationAhal! ſpoil 
thee, Hab, 2. 6, 7, &c. Firſt. or laſt, God will 
ſpoil the ſpoilers, either by his ſecret curſe, 
Waſting, or blowing upon their eſtate, Hg, 1.9. or 
by the hand, of a greater oppreſlor ; ſo that he, that 
hath been Predo minoris, ſhall (as S. Auſtin ſpeaks) 
become, Predewmajoris. He that hath preyed upon 
the lee, (hall himſelf become a __ the greater : 
"Tis juſt witu' God to do ſo : Thew ſhalt be for 
hooties ta them. . 
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S God, doth puniſh the Covetous. in his E- 
Ar ſo, Secondly. he doth puniſh him in his 
-D- children ; and in theme. fruſtrates the end,and 
intentions , of all the fathers hoarding up ; what 
makes the Covetous, thus to inlarge his deſires as 
Hell, to ſnatch on the right hand, and on the left, 
to lade himſelf with thick clay ? why ! tisto raiſe a 
houſe, to advance a family ; but how often doth 
Prodigality, become heir to Covetonſneſſe ? The Love 
of Money, though it may bring, good materials, tp 
build a Houſe, yet, it ſeldom, or never, laies a ſare 
Foundation : No | Job tels us right, Adificat ut Ti- 
nea domum ſnam, He builds his houſe, as a Moth, and 
4s 4 Booth, that the keeper maketh, ob 27.18. Builds 
his houſe as a Moth ? and, as a Pooth, that the keeps 
er maketh? how is that? How doth the Moth, 
build his hoſe # or the Keeper his Booth £ The Moth, 
devours the houſe he builds, and ther devours it, 
even when he builds it : The Keeper, builds but 
feghtly, becauſe he doth not intend it for perpetuity - 
Booths, you know, inthe Law of Moſes, were Em- 
blems of a Tranſttory, unſetled condition : here to 
day, and gone to morrow; and' yet, edificat, ſeent 
Tinea, Oc, The —E—_ and- the _—_ - 
(for 
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ſoit ſhame to thy houſe, and ſin againſt thine own ſoul, 
| Hab, 
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(for it is he, of whom Job there ſpeaks) builds 
—_— 4 a Moth, and as a Booth that the Keeper ma- 
keth. 

Yau have a Proverb, and itisan Irreligiows one, 
Ti happy for the Child,whoſe Father goes to the Devil: 

you know the meaning ofit : But, as God ſaid of 
that Proverb, The Fathers have eaten ſowre grapes, 

and the Childrens teeth _—_— edge : As Thive ſaith 

the Lord God, ye ſhall not have occaſton any mone to uſe 
this Proverb-3n Iſrael, Ezek.18. 3. So, let meſay, of 
this Proverb, asT live faith the Lord, as ye never had, 
ſoyenever fhat/ have occafion, to uſe this Proverb 
in 1/rael, for, God, ſhall take away the father with 
hooks, and his peſricy with fiſb-books, and they ſhall 
20 ont at thebreaches, Amos 4. 2, 3. Let them build 

honſes, and families, as {trong, as they can, and (as 
the Pſalriſt ſpeaks) Leave thereft of their ſubſtance 
for vheir babes ; yet the Curſeof God, like the whirl- 
wind from the wilderneſſe, Job 1, 19, ſhall ſarite the 
bouſe,aye, ſoſmite it, that their Poſterity ſhall go out 
at the breaches: Nay,their children (as Zophar ſpeaks) 
ſhell flatter the poor, Job 20. 10. They ſhall be re- 
duced ts that extream beggery, and want, that they 
fhall flatter a mean man, for an alms,and fawne up- 
ona poor man, for a cruſt of bread. 

If therefore thou doſt think to raiſe a houſe, or 
adyance a family, lay not the foundation, in this 
fin, This Love of Money ; This were to bai/d, but up- 
on the ſad, and inſtead of conſulting honour to thy 
poſteritie, thou wilt as the Prophet ſpeaks, but con* 
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Hab,2, To; But ifthou ur ' 10 ſirefoundation, 
whereon- to ratſe'a Family, \if thou wiltikeave 
poſteritie, a ſecure, and durableeftate, followthe 
direttions, Purchaſe for them, by thine 4lare, and 
Charitable works, the Prayers ofthe poor, and nee- 
dy : Give Alms of all. that ye 'poſſeſie, and behold all 
things are cleanwunto you, "Luke 11. 41; Revive, that 
antiquated , loſt piece of Chriſtianity, which our 
forefathers called Charity, but this preſent fanatical, 
Atheiſtical age, hath diſgraced, withthename of Po- 
pery, and Popiſh Merits : follow Damiels counſelto 
Nebuchadnezzar, Break off thy ſims by righteouſneſſe, 
and thine iniquities,by ſhewing mercy #0 the poor,Dan. 
4+ 27, It maynot only be a lengthning-ro thine owe 
tranquillitie, butitmay provea reſerve; a Treafure 
laid upin heaven forthy Poſterity, theſe works may 
prove importunate A es with God for thee, 
and thine, after thee : Settle upon them, tredurable 
Patrimony of a Religions, ſober, and honeſtEducas 
tion: Bequeath them, the legacy of thine own goud 
Example, in all 'vertuous, andi\godly converſarion*: 
And-then , though the portion of Berthly richer, 
which thou leaveſt them, be bar /iztle, yer, itisa 
great deal better, to leave them a little, well gotter, 
with Gods'bleſſungpthen a great deal, ill-gottorr, with 
_ min =_ (tit. hiveflb 
Laſthy, as'G iſh the'Covetbus in his eſhere, 
and m his wiyu) ſohedoth puniſh him eſpecially 
wm his ow# Perſon; and that, as Caietar obſerves, 
Firſt, in his body, Secondly, inhis/dul. 
"Feſt, this fin, leads the (inner-headlong tode- 
"WY ſtruTion, 


| 26) 
firuftion, and we, , before at the 9th yerſe: 
;And the ſinner pierceth himſelf thorow with many ſor- 
Ad Donat, | rows; at the later end of this verſe : Nec cibas ſecurys, 
Ep.2 / ſomnuſvecontingit, (ſaith S. Cyprian) ſuſpirat in con. 
' ivio, vigilat in pluma : He neither eats, nor ſteps 
in ſecxrity, he ſighs ata feaf nor do the temples of 
his head take any reſt, though on his down-bed : for 
the abundance of the rich, wall not ſuffer him to ſleep, 
Eccleſ. 5,22. Andthe wiſe ſon of Sirach tels us, That 
watching for riches doth conſume the fleſh, and the care 
thereof ,driveth away ſleep, Ecclel. 31.1. 

Left, if none of theſe Puniſhments light upon 
this ſn; yetin this, the ſinner, ſins againſt hirown. - 
foul, Hab, 2. 10. And that Firſt, by ſealing it up un- 
der imepenitency, here; and Secondly, by ſealing it 

up, under eternal torments hereafter. | 
Firſt, this ſin, ſeals upthe ſoul of the ſinner, un» 
. der impenitency here; for this fin, like thatof luſt, 
ſeldom finds the grace of Repentance; I will not 
fay, that God, wil/not give him the grace of Repent- 
Mar.19; 24, ance, but if he do, I may boldly ſay, There's a Ca- 
| rel gone through the eye of an Needle : for in this, it is 
a ſtate more dangerous, leſle recoverable, then/sſt : 
| for while age, oftentimes, proves a remedy to this, 
| andother fins, which grow old, apd decrepid with 
the body of the ſinner, This Love of Money, of all - 
others, 1s Peccatun Seneutis, tht Sin of old age, and 
s then ſtrongeſt, when the ſinner, is weakeſt, and in 
' a prepoſterous manner of ſinning, makes proviſion 
for the Viaticum of his life, in the very concluſion of 
it, as if he had ſet out, but yeſterday ; and hy 
Ghetine 


(27) 
Ghetizs de Coma,in his caſes of Conſcience, thiriks it Lib-1. verbo, 
isnot impertinent, to move the queſtion, whether 49. 
the Natural proneneſſe, that is in old men, to the fin of 
Covetouſneſſe,doth excuſe them from the guilt ? buthe 
reſolves it in the Negative: And the Reaſon, why | 
this ſin, cleaves ſo faſt toold age, when other fins | 
languiſh, and fall off; is, Becauſe, the ſox/, not be- | < 
ing ſet upon God, - and his goodzeſſe, which alone, 
can ſatisfie that better part of man, and other luſts 
which did uſe toemtertain, and court the ſoul, lan- 
ouiſhing with age, it finds the luſtof Coveting mo- 
ney, thefitteſt ſin, wherein toexerciſe it ſelf : So\ 
Simonides, in Plutarch, being upbraided, for being 
Covetous, made it his Apology 3 That whereas, the/ 
delight of other pleaſures, was gone, he did foment, 
and nouriſh, his old age with that wp/axin n4ori, that 
Profitable-pleaſure : Hence it is, that many, having 
eſcaped the danger of the high-way ground, having 
underſtood, the word of God preached, and pro- 
felled the ſame; And the danger of the tory gound, 
in undergoing ſome troubles, and perſecutions, for 
the Truth, yet nouriſhing in themſelves, too great 
alove, of worldly riches, they have ſhipwracked 
at this Rock, ſtifled all their graces, choaked all 
their hopeful beginnings, with the cares of the world, 
and the deceitfulneſſe of Riches, as'our Saviour 
ſpeaks, Mat. 13.22, a 

Secondly, as he fins againſt his own ſoul, by ſeal- 
ing it up under mpenitency, here, ſo he fins againſt 
his own ſoul, by ſealing it up,under eternal torments, 
hereafter : What is the hope of the Hypocrite, though 

D 


3 he 


Part. 3. 


(28) is 

he have gaimd, ((anh Job) when God takes awry his 
foul? Job 27.8, Certainly whatſoever he gaizerth, 
he loſ#th heaven, the thought whereof ( without 
doubt) is the greateſt rorment in He//, The Cove. 
tous hath no inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, ant 
of God, (faith'S. Pal) Ephel. 5, 5. and again, The 
Covetous 'ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 


"6.9, Tftherefore, there be any which hear me this 


— 9s not reſolved'upon the queſtion, which 
1 to fave your ſoxls, or your eaves, conſider : 
.chat of our Saviour, and let it fink down'into your 
hearts, What js a man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole world, and loſe bis own ſoul * Mat, 16.16, A 
Text, moſt ſeaſenable for theſe times of Tempta- 
tion, to be admitted, irito your bed-chembers, and 
clofets, and connting-houſes, tato your moſt retired, 
anmoſt thoughts, when yedehiberate what to do, or 
reſolve 6n,intheſe times of danger,and diſtraftion; 
For as this 1s Hora Tertationis, ſo this is Tertatio 
Hore:; asthis is the timze of Temptation, ſo this is the 
Temptation ofthe Time. 3 

Thus you ſee, 'as well asT could, I have made 
good, this Apoſtolical poſition, That, The love of Moe. 
ney i the Root of all Evil, both of the evil of exilt.and, 
the ewrlof puniſhment : Thhall now, inthe laſt place, 
by way of Application, _ offer-you, fome Mv- 
tives, or Conſiderations to dehort.,and ſome helps to 


preſerve you, from ſodangerous a ſin. 
And here Fir/z, that the Impetnouſneſle of this 
Paſlion. maynot violently eharore thee, ſtay alit- 
tle, and confider thy Saviowrs Poverty : Magna * 
0 


2 


(29) 
ſoo, E nimis magna, quod dives fieri velit vermicu- 
lu, pro quo, Deas majeſtatis, pauper eſſe voluit, ſaith 
$. Bernard : #s @ fonl abuſe, and an abuſe not to be. | 
indured, That, that morm ſhould covet to be made rich, | 
for whoſe ſake, the Lord of glory, was content, to be 

made poor He that laid the foundations of the 

earth, and ſpread out the heavens like a curtainover ' 


it, had not a place, where to lay his head : He that trea- war. 8.20. 


ſured up the wires of Gold, and Silver, in the deep 


vaults, and bowels of the earth, was fain to Angle for war. 17. 


ſolver to, pay his Tribute : doth thy courſe garment 
trouble thee? Remember his ſwadling clothes :. Is 
thy bead uneaſe? yet it isngt barder then his waz» 
ger - Is thy houſe poor, and mean ? forget not, that! 
he had not a houſe where to lay his head: If there-' 
fore God gives thee Poverty, he deals no worle with 
thee, them with his own Sox : But for the Teſtimo- 
nie of a good Conſcience, haſt thou loſt AY? thou 
art bound to rejoyce, and to glorifie God, in that 
behalf, that he hath vouchſated thee the honour, 
and counted thee worthy, to fuffer for his Truth: 
whatſoever fleſh, and bloud may mutter, tis a Ke- 
galio, a favour, not vouchſafed to every one : but 
et, withall remember, that loſe of goods, is but the 

leſs, and the loweſs of the ſufferings of the Saints : if 
God call us ts Mastyrdomee, to reſiſtance unto bloud, 
and tothe laying down of our lives, for the Teſti- 
mony of bis Truth, the Juſtice of our cauſe will be) 
Infularum Locd, as Seneca ſpeaks, the Garland, and 
Ribonds, to the Sacrifice; Theſe,are but the 55upiud)e, 
the after ſufferings of Thriſt, which we his members 
ereto fillup in or fleſh, Col. 1,24, Second- 


(30) | 
Secondly, Conſider = in defiring Riches, thou 
deft defire things, that are extreamly dangerows; and 
contain in them,apoſſebility, whereby the owner may 
| be made extreamly miſerable : for , beſides, that 
they are a condition, wherein, fortune hath a greater 
ſcope, and latitude, wherin to inflict croſles, fo that 
often times, they prove a ſnare, and expoſetheir 
owner to, envy, and oppreſſion ,. ( for we live in 
thoſe times, in which Poverty, isa protection, more 
ſecurethen Tnnocency,a ſanGJuary,it not more ſacred, 
yet more 1nviolable) Soon the other (ide, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that riches, and plenty, have temptations, 
far greater, then poverty © It was the Obſervation of 


a Religious Votary, That the Devils of Conſolation, as 


he cals them, are more dangerous, then thoſe of 
Tribulation : certainly, of the Two extreams,-the 
wiſe man, in that prayer, Prov. 3o. plainly inti- 
mates; that the Temptations of riches, are more 
dangerows, then thoſe, of oy Give me (laith 
he) neither poverty, nor riches, feed me with food con- 
wenient for me, leſt The full, and deny thee, and ſay, 
who is the Lord ? or leſt, Tbe poor, and ſteal, and take 
the name of my God in vain, Vex(e8, 9, Poverty,may 
drive a man to ſteal, to deal unjuſtly, and then to 
forſwear it, and take the name of Godin vain : but 
if a man be rich, and ful, he is in danger, to deny 
God, and in pride of heart to ſay, with Pharaoh, who 
3s the Lord f Certainly, it is very difficult, to be rich, 
and not to neglect God, and to truſtin riches? up- 
on this very ground, our Saviour ſayes, That, it is 
eaſter for a Camel, to go thorow the eye of a _—_ 

Fer 


1) | 
then for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of hea- 


ven, Mat. 19. 24- 
Thirdly, Conſider, in what manner, thoucameſt « 
into the world, and how thou ſhalt go out, we were / 


born, Sine Integumento, and we depart, Sine viatico,(Ep-44 


as S. Ambroſe ſpeaks: Nature, doth furniſh us, with] 
proviſion, neither, at our coming ito the world, 
nor at our going oxt : of all that which thou doſt 
elle, what ſhalt thou carry with thee, but a 
Winding-ſbeet,and a Coffin ? perhapsneither : What 
a madnefſle is it then, to wound thy ſoul, to get, 
what ſhortly thou muſt leave behind thee,and carry 
with thee, nothing elſe, but the guilt, of ill gotten 
wealth > Perhaps thou wilt anſwer, Though, I 
leave my wealth, yet I ſhall leave it to my Child, 
thatſhall be after me: Though, this cannotbe eye- 
ry Covetous mans Apologie, For theres one alone (as 
Solomon ſpeaks) and there is not a Second ; yeabe bath 
meither child, nor brother, yet is there no end of bis la- 
bowr, neither is his eye ſatisfied with riches, neither 
ſaith he, for whom do 1 labour, and bereave wy foul of 
goods Feccleſ. 4.8, But ſuppoſe, thou haſt chilarex, 
and canſt ſay, though, I leave my wealth, yetl ſhall 
leave it tomy Child that ſhall be after me : yet let 
me tell thee, thou knoweſt not, whether that Child, 
will be a wiſe man, or a fool: This, Solomon cals 
vanity, and for this, very reaſon, he did even hate his 
1aboxr, as himſelf ſpeaketh : 7 hated all my labowt, 
which T had taken under the Sun; becauſe (laithhe) 
Tſhould leave it to a man that ſhall be after me, and 
who knows, whether heſhall be a wiſe wan or bfec; 38 
by E 


(32) 
he ſhall have rule over all mm — ew wherein T have 
laboured, and wherein, 1 "+ ſhewed my ſelf wiſe un- 
der the Sur, this alſo is vanity, Ecclel.'2,29. Thy 
wealth, may prove to thy poſterity, but an in:ſtru- 
ment, to ſerve ſome luſt, to commit, ſome ſor: + an 
Inſtrument of Gods diſhonowr, and their own damne- 
tion: Nay, as thy wealth, was »/clefe tothy ſelf, 
fomay th + pow be uſeleſs t0 themſelues, uſoleſ 
to the publick, to their Conrtry , uſeleſle to the 
Church of Chriſt : _ may be. fools, or prodigalc, 
or extreamly wicked, the very Curſe, and Punith- 
ment of their fathers Avarice. 
Foxrthly, Conſider, that when .by ſordid, and 
, diſhoneſt courſes, thou haſt got apreat eſtate, : 
' this great eſtate doth not fil thy Appetite: #& 
( ſovnt termini Regri tai Alexander © nnundi, os he 
| pake inthe Svafory « The ſame bounds, meaſured 
| | Mexanders Empive,:and the world, and yet, invextas 
eft, qui concupiſceret aliquid poſt onnia. * be would 
haye more then a/; in coveting a Second world be- 
fore he was full maſter ors, 4 Habes Auiruns, 
habes argenture, ponnpyes —_— Jer 


gentnm, babes, & —_—_— 
bus eft, non Opul pulentie, ayes. S, Auſtin 
_ awd thou haſt ſs _—_ and yet prog _ 


covet ſolver; Thou and yet doſt couet; Then 
art full, but not ſatisfied; this is not 4 but « 
diſeaſe * for Riches, were RO-MOTE , 20 fall the 
ſoul, then Learning, or ewere to fill a bags 
agg eteyoF (hall ſhootan Arrow, entiaf 
aPlough, orhunt a os Rn RT = 


be ſai&to- 
fooliſh, in _ch 
obtain _—_ — —_— ſeek = content in Riches, 
or the this hte, 1s not ſo _—— 

his deſires, as v4iwe, and fooliſh, in the choice log 
means,to obtain them. And man it was not 


erpents : anc 
&d, diſeaſes, beaf, and erpeaner wey; + what, 


breach of modeſty I carwot name, Yet, Funefta Pe- 
ennia, templo, nondune babites, They never deified 


money, nor crefted any Temple to it - thereby 
meaning, thae, though wealth was admired by com- 


mon, orabuſcd H——— , yet, from for nm 
(further then they ſerved, and ſupplied the 

cies, and neceſfities ofnarnre) nothing' 

to mans-real} coment, and happineſle, hd be EX= 


While therefore, theſe conflderations, convince 
_— —_—_ let theſe means, and helps _ 


k of 
ember 3; rhe The » Loveof Mom Logs 
of all wil, 


Firf#, Labour, women 
way withthe Apo, yl 
ner eſtute'P Pam,” 


for covet: ee iv 
: fol 
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| 4) - 
'Sencca ſpeaks, by EA ofthine own, mroder a= 


tion, and contentation, or the bounty of fortune ? for 
.as he reaſons on, Nihil intereſt utrum non deſtderes, 
41 baheas 2 where is the differerice, between having, 
and not deſiring? Thereis content in both: for, as 
ourlife, doth not confiſt, in the abundance of the 
things which a man polleſſeth, ſoneither doth his 
content? there's a way, which S. Paul found our, 
of having nothing, and-yet poſſeiſang all things, 2 Cor. 
6; 10., Coritent,' reconciles this ſeermng contradi- 
| Gionof having nothing, and yet poſſeſſang all things : 
/ for, as he, that is maſterof a great eſtate, is ſtill poor, 
ifherhink it to be too /zttle: \So he that is polleſſed 
of a meaneſtate, is rich, if he think itto be evough : 
He that ſeeks for Conterit,, without himſelf, Joteth 
both himſelf, and it * Quareigitur 4 Fortuna, potias 
impetrem, ut det, quam 4 me, ne petam? fayesthe 
ſame Seneca, why ſhould Ir#ther deſire of God, to give 
me wealth, then to deſire of my ſelf, not to deſire it 8 
conclude this, with the Epigrammatift, Fs fieri di- 
ves, Pontice? nil 'cupias : He is -abundantly rich, 
that defiresnothing, = | 
__- . Secondly,, Learn to compare, things Temporal, 
with things Spiritzal; and ſec; bow the ſcales will 
turne: Vileſcunt temporalia, cum conſiderajtu? ater- 
js faith 'S. Gregory.” the Gle-w9rm, rhay ſeen, 4 
gloriew light, till the Suw, that eye of the world; be 
diſcloſed, and. Temporal gicheey. friay ſeem; a great 
Fhebe pra eSanTuary ; Raiſpoby eicditavions. 
therefore, to: the heavenly Jeruſalem; walkabgut 


- . 
e » 
"_ - 


(35) Wi 
her wals, mark all her bulwarks, tell all her towers, 


and in compariſon” of that City that is above, thou 
wilt ſay, ho. ap poſſeſſions, as Hyram did, of 
the Cities. which Solomon gave him, they pleaſed hine 
not.and he called them the land of Cabul unto this day ;, 
that is the dirty laxd, 1 Kings 9. 14; What were the 
pleaſures. and riches of Egype, the pomp, and glo 
of Pharaohs Court in the eyes of Moſes after heh 
once ſeen his God ? what 'was the world, and the 
vanities thereof, in S, Peters thoughts; afterhe had 
a glimpſe,of the glory of heaven, &aray ofthe hap- 
pineſſe thereof, in the Transfiguration of Chrift 2 'As , 
ſome great Peer therefore, that hath: been! fed to; 
ſtately ſbews;& courtly magnificence,doth not vouch-; 
ſafe fomuak;astocalt an eye; or a glance, towards 
the mean; and worthlefle Gewgaws of a Pedlars pack; 
which yet filly Ae ogny FR ei behold I 
Jet: andexbecinelſ> chair ojce wall ER 
them ;. So; the: ſoul: that by divkie corn in, 
hath its corvetſation inbeevew, ſcoms' ro ſuffer its 
ſelf to be trariſported;} with the #raſ#; and' toges, of 
this vain,” and'tranſitory world ::Þ haveread of av 
iritual perſon,” who ſaw heaven but in adream, 
but'ewas fuch 4dream;/ as madeideepimprefiions 
inhim/2't ry; and happinefieofb it; being pre» 


| 
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ater ON RN Gccheamed 
him, 'and cauſed him to: take care, leſt he loſt 


—_ meditation have on thee : therefore, 
A CHIT to ſee the Invi- . 
il Gal one thy ſoul, in a deyout extaſie, 


ſaid, pep ceryeyrs hwy rh ers 
* 5, Certainly our-greaftones; comenfom ove; 
faith. greatfaith would leſſen ourcares ; for Faith, 
doth not-only pwrifie, but ſatisfie, the heart : $0, 
that whereas before, Coveton oy; did make Gold, 
thy God,now quite contrary ce,ſhall make 
God, thy Gold: for as Job wh "* if thoureturn to 
the Almighty, thou ſoalt then lay uh gold, as duſt, and 
the gold of = as the CG of Zhe ok; ag hon Om- 


EX2 And the Almig (ny Bebe ce be thy choice _— 
t 


and ſtrength unto ob 22. 22,24,0c. 
"AI a the world, + jb22. ; ve 


ef it, thou,wile 
JEET AER em 
Foe none OG 
| oft grend yes heed br whos ? 


"Lofth,Toallihelea tons 
prevent, or caſt out this Love Mon | 
Root of all 0 1 Got | 
he would mort: means, and thy endeavours, 
_/ effedtual uothee: Pray with theProphet David, | 
| * ini pace burn, all, Incline my beart 0” 

unto ; rp res, and not xo Couctouſ- 
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